
Next Launcher Ultimate v16.2 
 
This media and Internet enhanced version of Launcher has taken 3 years of development time. A team 
project produced by: Richard Szerman, with the amazing help of the Launcher Team.  Please see the 
ABOUT screen of Launcher for all the people who have played a pivotal part of the success of the overall 
project, or have been a past contributor. The manual covers explanations of features, and what is new with 
this release. 
 
 

Installation Instructions 
 
Before Starting - Please read & understand these important points: 
 
A. This version can upgrade Launcher from v10.x directly from the Next (excluding pre-releases and betas). 
B. Ensure you have a Supported Next Distribution installed. In anticipation of the new Next distribution release, 
following Kickstarter deliveries and take up, Launcher was developed and tested with "NextOS v2.08 & v2.09" 
stated as offering "Access to new “bleeding-edge” features. 
C. Support for the Launcher software is available from our Facebook group. 
www.facebook.com/groups/nextlauncher 
 
The KS2 has a supported distro compliant for this version of Launcher. If on the other hand you have a KS1 
Spectrum Next, or any of the other alternatives such as N-GO, XBerry Pi, etc. then you need to update to 
NextOS v2.08 or v2.09 available directly from - https://gitlab.com/thesmog358/tbblue 
 
1. Please read the NextOS update instructions to update your SD card if you need to update your distro.  
2. The distro is supported by the Next team. The Launcher team look after Launcher and all its updates such as 
this new release provided in the RAR file. Please remember do not ask the Next team for Launcher assistance, 
as they manage the OS and NOT our product. 
 

 

STEP-BY-STEP INSTALLATION 
 
These instructions apply to ALL Hardware Next versions, alternatives and clones. Please read the steps carefully 
before starting as they differ to previous versions of this software. 
 
1. Back up your data: ** 
Before proceeding, back up your SD card to your computer so your data is safe. The SLOTS directory is 
important. Back this up from the Launcher\Slots location if you had a previous installation. 
 
2. Download the Launcher RAR file: **  
Download the latest Launcher RAR file from https://launcher.retrobeachman.com 
Note: The built in AUTO UPDATE feature of Launcher is for bug fixes not for new complete versions. Sometimes 
if announced by the Launcher team you will be able to use this route for a full update. 
 
3. Extract the RAR file: ** (7-zip allows extraction of this file type). 
Extract the LAUNCHER directory to the root of your SD card, do not place it into a sub directory or it will not 
work. If upgrading do NOT overwrite the SLOTS directory, unless you do not wish to keep your Launcher 
configuration. If you did by accident, you can recover from Step 1 by copying back, and overwriting the slots 
directory within the Launcher folder of your SD from your backup. 
 
4. Launcher on boot file: ** 
Did you have Launcher set to start on Boot on a previous installation?  If the answer to this is YES, it is 
important you remove the AUTOEXEC.BAS file from the NEXTZXOS folder within the root of the SD. An 
updated version is part of the new version supplied. 
 



5. Remove the SD, time to power on the Spectrum Next:  **  
Launcher is now compatible with a PS/2 mouse so before power on ensure it is plugged in, then unmount and 
remove the SD from your computer, and insert back into your Next and power up. Avoid opening other 
programmes before running the installation. 
 
6. Run the Launcher Setup:  **  
From the Next browser, navigate to the LAUNCHER\SETUP directory on your SD card. Press enter on the 
INSTALL.BAS file and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the Launcher setup.  
 
9. Customise Launcher settings: ** 
Once the setup is complete, the Settings menu will be displayed when you run Launcher for the 1st time. Make 
your settings suitable for your setup. Ensure your WIFI is setup if you have not previously done so. Save your 
preferred preferences, to continue. You can come back to the Settings screen at any time to amend your 
choices. 
 
10. The Next Launcher Experience: **  
After the initial boot screen, press the EXTEND MODE button to get familiar with the keys used in Next 
Launcher. The software comes with its own Next user manual, viewable on your Spectrum Next too. To review 
content navigate to the help section once Launcher has started you can view it on your Next 
 
Next Launcher software is supported directly from our Facebook group.  If you found Launcher to be a great 
experience, do share your inspired feedback in our Facebook group. We love to hear from the community! 
 

www.facebook.com/groups/nextlauncher 

 
DISCLAIMER & LICENCE 
 
The software application known as "Next Launcher" (the "Software") is provided  
for limited, non-commercial use. Considerable effort & resources were invested  
in its creation, & the rights of the author(s) must be respected.  
This is a charity-focused release, & distribution is strictly by request &  
with the express written permission of the author(s). If you have any questions  
or concerns regarding these terms, please seek clarification from the author(s)  
before proceeding. 
 
A. Granted Limited Use: You are granted a non-exclusive, non-transferable  
license to use the Software for personal, non-commercial purposes only.  
Any attempt to make financial gain through the sale, lease, or rental of  
the Software is strictly prohibited. 
 
B. Removal of Software: The author(s) reserve the right to request the removal  
of the Software from any distribution point, at their sole discretion &  
without justification. 
 
C. Distribution Restrictions: You may not distribute the Software without the  
express written permission of the author(s). This includes, but is not limited  
to, uploading the Software to public internet repositories or sharing it through 
peer-to-peer networks. 
 
D. No Fees: You may not charge any fees for downloading or accessing the 
Software. 
 
E. Third-Party Media: The media files included within the Software were sourced  
from publicly available online resources in good faith. Reasonable efforts were  
made to ensure that no copyrighted or proprietary materials were utilised 
without permission. However, if you own or claim rights to any of the media & 
do not wish for it to be included in the Software, please contact the author(s) 
for its removal from future releases. 
 



F. Disclaimer of Warranties: THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS," WITHOUT WARRANTY  
OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED  
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY & FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THE ENTIRE  
RISK AS TO THE QUALITY & PERFORMANCE OF THE SOFTWARE IS WITH YOU. THE SOFTWARE 
IS HIGHLY CUSTOMISABLE, & THE AUTHOR(S) MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR GUARANTEES  
REGARDING ITS STABILITY OR COMPATIBILITY WITH YOUR SPECIFIC SYSTEM. 
 
G. Limitation of Liability: IN NO EVENT SHALL THE AUTHOR(S) BE LIABLE FOR ANY  
DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE SOFTWARE, INCLUDING, BUT  
NOT LIMITED TO, DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, & 
PUNITIVE DAMAGES, LOSS OF DATA, LOSS OF REVENUE, OR LOSS OF PROFITS. 
H. Governing Law: This License shall be governed by & construed in accordance  
with the laws of United Kingdom, without regard to its conflict of law 
provisions. 
 
I. Entire Agreement: This License constitutes the entire agreement between you &  
the author(s) concerning the Software & supersedes all prior or 
contemporaneous communications, representations, or agreements, whether 
oral or written. 
 
J. Severability: If any provision of this License is held to be invalid or  
unenforceable, such provision shall be struck & the remaining provisions shall  
remain in full force & effect. 


